
scripturepages.com                                                                                                                                              ©Joe Cassada 

Story Elements 

• Text: 1 Samuel 26:1-27:12 

• Setting: approx. 1030 B.C. 

• Main Characters: God, David, and Saul 

• Plot:  David again spares Saul's life and 
then flees to find refuge amongst the 
Philistines. 

• Key word(s): “________________” 

• Climax:  “So David took the spear and 
the cruse of water from Saul's bolster; 
and they gat them away, and no man 
saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: 
for they were all asleep; because a 
deep sleep from the LORD was fallen 
upon them.” (v 12) 

 

1. (26:1-2) Once again, David hid in the wilderness of Judea to escape the wrath of Saul. 
The ________________ informed Saul of David' whereabouts, and Saul summoned 
three thousand choice soldiers to pursue David. 

2. (26:3-5) David's scouts discovered Saul's camp, and David  proceeded to reconnoiter 
by ____________ and formulated a plan. 
a. (26:6-11) David, Ahimelech the Hittite, and Joab, penetrated Saul's camp under 

cover of darkness. As in the cave of Adullam, David's men desired to kill Saul, but 
David would not, saying, “The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand 
against the LORD'S __________________.” (v 11) 

b. (26:12-13) Instead of taking Saul's life, David took Saul's spear and jar that were 
lying near his head (a bolster is a long _____________). 

3. (26:13-24) David fled to a safe distance and stood atop a nearby hill, calling out to Saul. 
He taunted Saul's second-in-command for his failure to protect the king, and he once 
again pleaded his innocence and ______________ to Saul. David displayed the spear 
and jar as evidence of his innocence. 

4. (26:25) Saul is once again reminded of David's integrity. And, perhaps realizing again 
that God had chosen David as king, Saul confessed, “I have sinned: return, my son 
David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this 
day: behold, I have played the __________, and have erred exceedingly.” (v 21) 

 

 

5. (27:1-4) Of course, David did not return to Saul, but continued to flee. David was in a 
sour state of mind and thought, “I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul...” (v 
1). In a fit of depressed anxiety, David fled again to _________, to Achish the son of 
Maoch. 



6. (27:5-7) After time, David petitioned Achish for a dwelling in a country town, 
whereupon he was given the small city of ______________ as a base for his men and 
a dwelling for his family. 

7. Both David and Achish had different intentions for the arrangement.  
a. Achish thought, “He hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him; therefore he 

shall be my ______________ for ever.”  
b. But David used Zicklag as a base from which to launch _________ against the 

enemies of Israel, hiding his activities from Achish. 
 

8. Matthew Henry makes a good connection between Saul’s losing his spear and his cruse 
of water and the Christian’s need to be vigilant: “we lose our strength and our 
____________ when we are careless, and secure, and off our watch.”1 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
 
9. Why do you think David would fear losing his life to Saul? Hadn't David been anointed 

king? Wouldn't that imply that he would live to be king?  _______________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 
Key Word(s): anointed • 1. Ziphites • 2. night; a) anointed; b) pillow • 3. integrity • 4. fool • 5. Gath • 6. Zicklag • 7. a) 
servant; b) raids • 8. comfort • 9. As Matthew Henry said, “Long trials are in danger of tiring the faith and patience even of 
very good men.” 

 
1 Henry, Matthew. Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One Volume. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994. Print. 


